OCTOBER 2009 SBIR/STTR UPDATE

To subscribe to this approximately monthly newsletter, send an E-mail message to rgharmon@njsbdc.com with the words SUBSCRIBE SBIR UPDATE in the title.

Greetings.  You are receiving this Update because you are thought to have a possible interest in the federal SBIR/STTR programs.  In addition to SBIR/STTR information, it includes other venture development information that companies interested in SBIR are also likely to be interested in.  This October edition includes information about:
 

-Federal Government Contracting: Accounting & Compliance, 10/8, Ewing
-NJEN- Green/Clean Investing: Meet the Foundation Funders of the Green Tech/Clean Tech Investor Network, 10/14, FDU Madison
-Biotech 2009, 11/16, 17, Philadelphia, $100 Exhibit Opportunity-application deadline 10/14

-Build Your Financial Model (2 days), multiple sessions across North Jersey

-Valuation of Early Stage Companies, multiple sessions across North Jersey

-VANJ Fall Entrepreneurs Expo and Elevator Pitch Olympics, 10/23, Whippany

-2009 National SBIR Conference, November 2-5, Reno, Nevada
 

See descriptions and links below.

 

RECENT SBIR/STTR SOLICITATION RELEASES

 
-Department of Transportation SBIR FY 10.1

-Department of Energy SBIR/STTR 2010
 

See links to solicitations in schedule below.

 

SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH PROGRAM

FALL 2009 TRAINING

 

SPONSORED BY:

-NEW JERSEY COMMISSION ON SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY-

 

C0SPONSORS:

-THE NEW JERSEY SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTERS-

-AMPER, POLITZINER & MATTIA, LLP-

-LOWENSTEIN SANDLER PC-

 

NIH/NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE

SBIR/STTR PROGRAM AND PROPOSAL PREPARATION

Friday, October 9, 8:30 am- 2 pm

SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS: BIONJ, NJ TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL
Hosted by: NJEDA Commercialization Center, North Brunswick

 

9th ANNUAL NEW JERSEY SBIR/STTR CONFERENCE

 

-PHASE I PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18-

-COST PROPOSAL PREPARATION, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19-
Hosted by: NJIT Enterprise Development Center, Newark

 

-PHASE II PROPOSAL PREPARATION, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20-

Hosted by: NJEDA Commercialization Center, North Brunswick
 

See descriptions below.

 

OTHER SBIR/STTR NEWS

 

SBIR Reauthorization Update
A fourth continuing resolution was passed by the House of Representatives on September 23rd extending the program from September 30th through October 31st. The Senate was expected to approve the resolution before September 30th as well.

 

My personal perspective has been that the primary, if not indeed the only reason why the program was not reauthorized by September 30th 2008, when the legislation first expired, and has yet to be reauthorized to date is the issue of SBIR eligibility of businesses that are majority owned by venture capital firms.  The House and the Bio and venture capital industry associations support their unqualified eligibility while the Senate does not.  While these positions are incompatible, there is plenty of room in between for compromise, when they decide that they are ready for it. 

 

NIH Announces New SBIR/STTR Research Plan Formats for 2010 Effective 4/5/10 
The changes are significant and are intended to better align the research plan formats with NIH’s proposal evaluation criteria.  The new formats appear upon quick review to be very similar, if not identical to the formats required for the 2 Economic Stimulus programs, for which proposals were due on September 1.  The good news is that the maximum length of proposals is cut by approximately 50%.  

For more info visit: http://enhancing-peer-review.nih.gov/docs/application_changes.pdf
 

SBIR/STTR Proposal Preparation Assistance
In addition to SBIR/STTR training, NJCST and NJSBDC offer cost shared proposal preparation assistance services.  Up to 12 hours of assistance is available to SBIR/STTR training seminar attendees a rate of $20 per hour with the balance of the cost covered by NJCST and NJSBDC.  Services consist of written critiques of draft proposals and assistance in strengthening them.  The service is available on a first come first served basis and availability may become limited as submission deadlines approach.  Coaching and guidance in drafting proposals continues to be available at no cost.  

 

Technology Commercialization Assistance

In addition to providing SBIR/STTR proposal preparation assistance, the NJSBDC Technology Commercialization Center serves NJ entrepreneurs as a free one-stop resource for financing science and technology based businesses and commercializing new technologies.  Funding strategies including state financing programs, angel investments and venture capital are identified to fit with a company’s technology, goals and stage of development.  The Center then helps companies identify their best prospects and will assist them in preparing and strengthening the required funding proposal, business plan or investor presentation.  Reviews and critiques of Edison Innovation Fund proposals are available.

 

Technology Commercialization Assistance services are limited to NJ based small businesses located outside the NJ Business Incubation Network.  Assistance can be requested at www.njsbdc.com/scitech or by sending an E-message to: rgharmon@njsbdc.com. 

 

Please let me know if you don't wish to receive future updates and I will be pleased to remove you from the list.  

 

Best regards,
Randy Harmon

 

Randy G. Harmon, 

Technology Commercialization Consultant,
NJSBDC/Rutgers Business School;
SBIR/STTR Training Coordinator for NJCST;
Co-founder, Foundations Business Development Group, LLC
phone: 908-754-3652
randygharmon@aol.com
rgharmon@njsbdc.com
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I. SOLICITATION SCHEDULE

 

The following agencies have open solicitations: 

 

Department of Transportation SBIR FY 10.1 

Proposals due 11/16.  http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir/sol10/index.html  
 

National Institutes of Health/CDC SBIR 2010 Contract Solicitation

Proposals due 11/9.  http://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms.htm#contracts 

 

Department of Energy SBIR/STTR 2010
Proposals due 11/20.  http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir/ 
 

National Science Foundation STTR 2010

Proposals due 11/17.  www.nsf.gov/eng/iip/sbir/ 
 
National Science Foundation SBIR 2010 (1 of 2), 
Proposals due 12/3.  www.nsf.gov/eng/iip/sbir/ 
 

Public Health Service/NIH, CDC, FDA, ACF 2009 SBIR/STTR
Proposals due 12/5/09.  

 

There are 2 parts to this solicitation.  The program descriptions and research topics can be found at: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbirsttr1/2009-2_SBIR-STTR-topics.doc
 

The proposal writing instructions can be downloaded at:
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/SF424_RR_Guide_SBIR_STTR_Adobe_VerA.doc
 

Special NIH SBIR/STTR Initiatives (PAs & RFAs) 
In addition to the main PHS/NIH SBIR/STTR grant solicitation and the fall contract solicitation, NIH issues numerous small contract solicitations throughout the year focused on specific health areas.  They are listed at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir_announcements.htm.
 
 

II. FINANCING, NETWORKING AND RELATED EVENTS AND INFORMATION

 

Venture Association of NJ: Entrepreneurs Expo & Elevator Pitch Olympics
Friday, 10/23, Marriott Hanover, Whippany, NJ
This program provides a good opportunity to exhibit and pitch your business to the regional venture community.  The program begins with company exhibits in the morning followed by a luncheon featuring a moderated panel of equity investors.  Following the luncheon, exhibitors present their elevator pitch, which is scored by the panel.  Visit www.vanj.com   
 

Build your Financial Model (2 days) 

Valuation of Early Stage Companies (1 day)

Various dates and sites across North Jersey
This program consists of two hands-on and intensive workshops to assist small businesses and entrepreneurs in raising capital. The sessions will cover all the key aspects of developing a financial model including profit and loss, balance sheets, cash flow statements, and applying valuation techniques for your business.  These are critical elements in strengthening your business financial model and enhancing the focal points that venture capitalists, banks and angel investors will evaluate when making funding decisions.

Brochure available at: http://northjerseypartners.org/resources/NJW_Brochure_for_emailing_4q2009.pdf
Contact Judith.Sheft@NJIT.EDU with questions
 

Biotech 2009 November 16, 17, Philadelphia 
$100 Exhibit Opportunity-application deadline 10/14 

Calling all students, faculty, principal investigators, early-stage companies, and entrepreneurs to submit an abstract of your research for the Biotech 2009 Innovation Corridor.  Biotech 2009 is designed to advance the growth and development of the bioscience industry in the Mid-Atlantic region and will facilitate networking opportunities among emerging companies, researchers, and large pharmaceutical companies, as well as with cutting-edge support organizations.  This event has been hosted jointly by the BioNJ (formerly BCNJ) and Pennsylvania Bio since 2000.

 

The Innovation Corridor offers you the opportunity to:

-Showcase your cutting-edge research

-Interact with the Mid-Atlantic region's top C-level bioscience executives, companies, investors, and institutions 

-Receive feedback on your poster from a panel of experts 

-Receive a discounted rate for one author of only $100 to participate in the Innovation Corridor and attend other Biotech 2009 sessions on the day of your poster presentation 

 

For more information, or to submit an abstract now, visit www.biotech2009.org/innovation-corridor
 

Federal Government Contracting: Accounting & Compliance
Thursday, October 8, Ewing

This program is ideal for companies who have government contracts and need to establish their accounting system or seek tips to improve their current system. You will learn the rules and regulations required to successfully comply with the federal government’s standards. Owners, General Managers, and Controllers can benefit from the information presented.  For more information visit:
 
http://www.tcnj.edu/~sbdc/documents/AmperOct8.pdf
 

ENTREPRENEUR NETWORKING MEETINGS:

 

NJ Entrepreneurial Network

Green/Clean Investing: Meet the Foundation Funders of the Green Tech/Clean Tech Investor Network
Wednesday, October 14, 12-3 pm 

**Different location: Fairleigh Dickinson University, Madison
www.njen.com
 

NJ Entrepreneurs Forum
Thursday, October 8, 4-6 p.m.

NJEDA Commercialization Center, North Brunswick 

www.njef.org
 

Venture Association of NJ
Fall Entrepreneurs Expo and Elevator Pitch Olympics

Friday, October 23, Whippany

www.vanj.com
 

 
III. TRAINING SCHEDULE

 

SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH PROGRAM

FALL 2009 TRAINING

 

SPONSORED BY:

-NEW JERSEY COMMISSION ON SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY-

 

C0SPONSORS:

-THE NEW JERSEY SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTERS-

-AMPER, POLITZINER & MATTIA, LLP-

-LOWENSTEIN SANDLER PC-

 

NIH/NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE

SBIR/STTR PROGRAM AND PROPOSAL PREPARATION

Friday, October 9, 8:30 am- 2pm

SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS: BIONJ, NJ TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL
Hosted by: NJEDA Commercialization Center, North Brunswick

 

This half-day seminar is intended to provide participants with an introduction to and overview of the SBIR and STTR programs with a focus on the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the National Cancer Institute (NCI). SBIR and STTR are the best sources of early stage risk capital for developing a promising new technology and can serve entrepreneurs as a pathway to equity financing.  

 

The seminar will begin with an introduction to and overview of the SBIR and STTR programs by David Beylin, Program Director at the NCI SBIR Development Center.  David will then present an overview of the NIH SBIR/STTR program and then focus on NCI’s program.  The seminar will include instruction on how attendees can search for solicitations and topics that may fit their technologies and core technical competencies, as well as instruction on the preparation of competitive grant proposals. The program will conclude with a presentation by Rick Weiss, founder and CEO of Viocare regarding how he has utilized SBIR awards to build his business. 

 

  8:00-  8:30 am

Registration, Continental Breakfast

  8:30-  8:45 am

Welcomes, Introductions





NJ Commission on Science and Technology

  8:45-  9:30 am

Overview of the SBIR and STTR Programs
  9:30-10:15 am 

NIH and NCI SBIR/STTR Program

10:15-10:30 am

Solicitation and Topic Search and Selection

10:30-10:45 am

Break

10:45-12:15 pm

Preparing Competitive Proposals





-Proposal Format and Structure





-Defining the Feasibility Study





-Crafting the Abstract





-Proposal Evaluation





-Introduction to Cost Proposals





-Lessons From the Field

12:15-12:45 pm

Entrepreneur Success Story: Rick Weiss, Founder and CEO, Viocare 

12:45-  1:00 pm

Final Q&A

  1:00-  2:00 pm

Networking lunch

 

The seminar will be delivered by:

-David Beylin, Program Director, NCI SBIR Development Center 

-Roger Cohen, Principal of Cohen International and an NJSBDC consultant

-Randy Harmon, NJSBDC Technology Commercialization Consultant and co-founder of Foundations Business Development Group, LLC

-Anthony Faugno, Amper, Politziner & Mattia, LLP
 

From 1:30 until 4:30 David Beylin will be available for individual discussions with companies specifically targeting NCI.  If you are interested in reserving one of these 20-minute slots, send an E-message to rgharmon@njsbdc.com along with no more than a 1 page overview of the technology, including the specific objectives for what you would like to accomplish with SBIR funding.
For more information and online registration visit www.njsbdc.com/sbir

 

 

9th ANNUAL NEW JERSEY SBIR/STTR CONFERENCE

 

-PHASE I PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18-

-COST PROPOSAL PREPARATION, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19-
Hosted by: NJIT Enterprise Development Center, Newark

 

-PHASE II PROPOSAL PREPARATION, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20-

Hosted by: NJEDA Commercialization Center, North Brunswick
 

SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Development, 11/18, 8:30 am-5 pm 

This full-day program will address the basics of the SBIR and STTR programs, cover the recent changes in each program, and go through a simple four step process for writing a competitive Phase I proposal.  It is intended for entrepreneurs who are either new to the programs, or who have attended one of the half-day programs and want to take their understanding of SBIR and STTR to the next level.  

 

SBIR/STTR Cost Proposal Preparation, 11/19, 8:30 am-5 pm

This program will focus on the important topic of cost proposals and government accounting requirements for SBIR and similar projects.  Applicants who are not well versed in these areas risk losing money on their SBIR grant or contract, being penalized for charging the government too much, or being unable to justify certain expenses.  

 

SBIR/STTR Phase II Proposal Preparation, 11/20, 8:30 am-4:45pm

Participants will learn how Phase II differs from Phase I, how the Phase II programs vary tremendously among the agencies, and how to prepare the Phase II proposal.  

 

These three programs will be delivered by the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.  Gail and Jim Greenwood have been active in SBIR since the program's inception making firms aware of SBIR and its opportunities and teaching them how to write competitive technical and cost proposals.  They have critiqued hundreds of SBIR and STTR proposals for firms throughout the United States.  Phase I and Phase II program attendees will be eligible to receive a complimentary proposal critique by the Greenwoods within one year of the programs.
 

Agendas, online registration and directions for the 9th Annual NJ SBIR/STTR Conference

will be available by 10/12 at www.njsbdc.com/sbir
 

-2009 National SBIR Conference, November 2-5, Reno, Nevada-
 

http://www.unr.edu/sbir-sttr2009/ 
